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How You Can Help

Donate - Rice, books, shampoo.
Buy the book - Photographer
Anna Willett recently published
abookabout the orphanage
With100% of the monies raised
from sales going to supportor-
phan education in China.
Contact Information:

-About MiFan Mama and how to
help: www.mifanmama.com
-About Anna Willett www.an-
nawillett.com; annamwillett@
yahoo.com.au
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by Dominica Drazal
ave you ever wondered what lifeis like in a Chi-
Hnese orphanage? Do the children laugh, play,
love and learn in the same way that our children do?
Do they reap from the unprecedented economic
growthin this country? Who helps them?

Whereasamultitude of foreignershave come and
gone in China, few haveleft a footprint on the land-
Scape of this nation as powerful as Julie Martens, the
co-founder of MiFan Mama,a charity dedicated to
helping orphaned Chinese children with the basic
necessities of life.

British by birth, this mother of five and grandmother
ofsixarrived in Chinal3years agoafter having
worked asa Human Resources expertin South Africa
for 20 years. MiFan Mama, her charity, wasborn from
abrief charity tripin 2009toan orphanagein Anhui
Provincerunby amannamedILao Wang. Asshe was
leaving,a child tugged on her sleeve and requested,
“Please, next time can you bringus somerice We do

nothaveany’ Since that pivotal moment, Martens
hasorganized a monthly trip, driving 14 hoursto
Anhui, todeliverriceand supplies.

Who are these kids? Having converted his former
factory intoan orphanage, Lao Wang has taken in
and aided over 700 poverty stricken people, rang-
ing from the old and poor, handicapped adultsand
children, homeless teenagers, and over 500 disa-
bled children and babies. While most of the children
hetakesinare orphans, some havebeen placed
there by parents too poor to care for them. Of the
250 children, only about 30 attend primary school
and 30 either study at middle school, high school or
university. Those attending school are fiercely
ambitious. Many teenage girls want to emulate the
personalities they see on television and become
‘movie stars.” Thereare also 200 disabled children,
many of whom are severely mentally or physically
handicapped. Limited resources impede the num-
ber of organized activities available for the children,
butthey receiveregular physical therapy. In addi-
tion to weekend singing and dancing extravaganzas
ledby their ayis, the children can generally be
found playing amongst themselves.

Martens says her biggest challengesinrunningthe
charity arereceiving donationsand finding commit-
ted volunteers. ‘Tencourage people wanting to help
tobuy two of everything - from food to hygieneand
school supplies - on their next triptothe supermarket
andthen donate the second item at one of our drop
off points throughout Shanghai,’ she says.She also
invites volunteers tojoin her on her monthly tripto
Anhuiandto getfurther involved in management.

One of her greatest concernsis that few Chinese are
involvedin the organization. ‘I hope that more out-
reach will succeed in piquing their interest and
making the organizations have long-term and sus- e
tainable success,” she explains. Plans are alsoafoot
to extend the scope of the organization and, tothat
end MiFan Mama will soon launch a foster home for
blind children in Shanghai, teachingparentsand
caregivers about preemptive care.

“The work is very emotionaland I certainly get
exhausted at times, but then some small thing will !
happen which makesitall so rewarding,”she says. }
‘For instance, each timeIarrive at the orphanagea
girlIfostered runs towards me shouting, Mummy,
loveyou’”

“They deserve our help Martens says with convic-
tion, “and [ cannot turn mybackonthem” &



