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A Journey to 
Lao Wangôs Orphanage with 
ñBoxes of Loveò



Chapter 1  
The Journey Starts from Here

Lao Wang, the director of the Orphanage
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In China,  rice (Mifan) is considered a staple, far more so than vegetables and meats.  Eating rice is the No. 
1 priority for all people in all walks of life, rich or poor.  In the case of an orphanage, it is not only a place to 
find a bed, but a place to feed kids with rice, three times a day, and 365 days a year. Here is how our story 
starts.

Lao Wangôs full name is Mr. Jia Yu Wang.  ñLaoò is a title Chinese people usually gives to an elder in order to 
show respect. He lost his parents and started working as a primary school graduate from a young age.  In 
1990ôs, he built a furniture plant to make living. This later became a handcraft plant for handicapped workers 
in Ying Shang County, in An Hui Province.  As a child from a Christian family, he started adopting disabled 
and/or unwanted kids from 1994 from the Christian community and others.  Over time, the number of 
adopted kids increased, which necessitated the birth of an orphanage.  He made 40 out of his 60 workshop 
rooms into dormitories and classrooms.  He hired in -house helpers, a doctor, retired school teachers, and 
exhausted all of his resources for a total of 207 children.  As a private orphanage in a poorest county, he 
needs help to continue the daily food supplies, especially the rice, cooking oils, eggs, infant powders, etc. 

In January 2009, Julie Martens from the UK got word of Lao Wangôs orphanage.  She was determined to get 
her friends together to support these childrenôs basic needs. These women really mobilized themselves, and 
even though they were living in Shanghai, about 650 KM (or 10 hours by car) away from the orphanage, 
they started a Non -Government Organization (NGO),  ñRice Mommyò, or MiFan MaMa. With donations from 
many organizations and individuals, MiFan MaMa has been sending truck loads of rice and flour to the 
orphanage on a monthly basis!  

In December 2009, MiFan MaMa started a new project called ñBoxes of Loveò, 2nd year in a row.  It aimed to 
give a box full of sweets to each child living in the orphanage during the Chinese New Year.  Katja Hambsch, 
one of MiFan MaMaôsmembers, mobilized hundreds of colleagues at SAP China to be part of this project.  
Totally, they made 379 ñBoxes of Loveò from SAP, and 2200 for the entire project.

On January 30 -31, 2009, 11 colleagues from SAP China joined another 16 friends from wwwwins.Consulting , 
Trayton Furniture, Bordeaux Commendaire , Refcomp Conditioners, Fruit HS and MiFan MaMa on a bus 
heading towards Lao Wangôs Orphanage to hand deliver ñBoxes of Loveò. The journey starts from here.



The Orphanage Facilities 
Lao Wangôs Orphanage was converted from a handcraft plant.  It provides some comfort, but only the bare 
necessities. The hot water is from a coal burning furnace. All exterior walls are painted white, with tiger 
paintings and a child song here and there.  The song on the wall says 

Hoeing the grass under the noonday sun,
His sweat drips on the ground beneath.
Who knows that on the dining plate,
Every single rice means hardship. 

It brings MiFan MaMa to tears when they learn the kids are taught to appreciate every grain of rice they get. 
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The Life at the Orphanage 

The pictures taken from previous visits are hanging on the 
bed frame. The kids treasure the time they spent with 
volunteers who brought them some joy, especially over the 
long weekends and holidays.

With donations, now kids can watch TV 
in their own bedrooms.

To serve 200+ people in the orphanage, 
everything is on a large scale: over 1 meter 
diameter cooking pots and serving pots.  

The children are grateful for 
every meal they receive. 
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